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Technology is growing faster and faster inside of the classroom 
as the years go on; using the internet is becoming a large part 
of the classroom. I chose my self-study question because of 
the growing technology atmosphere; I wanted to see how I 
could implement it into my teaching practice during my 10-
week student teaching placement. The purpose of this study 
was to observe the effects that utilizing technology for 
learning activities have on the classroom, and more 
specifically, my own teaching practices. This self-study used 
two methods to gather data. Predominantly, a developmental 
portfolio was used to record observational notes and for daily 
reflections. Personal history was also used as this study pulled 
from past experiences with both using technology for teaching 
purposes and being taught with technology in my past. . 
Findings showed that there were both pros and cons in 
utilizing technology practices into my classrooms which I will 
discuss further in depth through this poster.










vTechnology can be used as a learning tool
v On February 24, I discussed the online 
learning tools that my students used 
daily. I explained, “One way technology 
shines through in my classroom is 
during RTII. Students enjoy practicing 
their math and reading skills on engines 
such as Study Island, Prodigy, and 
Reflex. These websites are accessed on 
their school laptops used  for extra 
practice and to study. These websites 
get my students excited to learn.”
vOpportunities have transpired that 
concluded with technology to save the day
v In a February 26 student teaching 
journal entry, I said, “Today, the copier 
was not working so we got creative and 
made my Science assessment a 
Microsoft Team’s assignment. On the fly, 
we had to make a change fast, and 
technology was there to help.”
vIn an additional student teaching 
journal, I recorded that “The copier is 
still broken, so flexibility is at an all-time 
high! This is a moment where 
technology is important because I must 
project a lot of items on the document 
camera for students to complete. 
Without technology like the document 
camera and computers, teaching right 
now would be difficult.”
vComputer literacy is important when it 
comes to implementation of technology in 
the classroom. With technology growing 
and changing as fast as it does, there is a lot 
to learn and continue to learn to use tools 
effectively within the classroom 
environment. If teachers, administrators, 
etc. do not have proper training/knowledge 
on technology, it is not as easy to 
implement it. As stated in Challenges and 
Solutions when Using Technologies in the 
Classroom, “Adopting a new educational 
technology can be a time-consuming 
process. If a technology is adopted school-
wide, teachers should have access to 
extended support from trained 
professionals, as opposed to a single hour-
long meeting before the school day begins” 
(Johnson et al. 2016). 
vInternet service went out occasionally and 
sometimes it was inevitable; there were 
multiple occasions that I recall a student 
raising their hand during an online 
assignment to tell me that their internet 
connection was unstable.
vAllowing students on the internet can turn 
into a distraction due to the opportunity of 
“surfing the web.” Students may get off task 
searching information on the internet or 
using sites that are not required for the 
assignment asked to perform. 
How does technology 
affect my teaching 
practice? 
I chose the question “How does technology affect my teaching 
practice?” because I believe that with the current COVID-19 
pandemic, it shows why everyone, including students and 
teachers should have some knowledge on how to use 
technology to their best advantage. Technology is also 
becoming just as important in society in general. In Considering 
Instructional Appropriateness of Technology Integration into 
Early Childhood Education, the author states “Technology 
integration in an EC classroom is critical to prepare and provide 
students with the evolving 21st-century skills that are 
recommended and essential for operational success in a 
technology-reliant society” (Smith et al. 2016). Computers, 
iPads, and other forms of technology are being used in the 
classroom now more than ever, but now, the goal is finding 
how to use them and the best way to use them.  For this self-
study, it was important for me to increase my technology use 
therefore throughout my student teaching experience, I 
utilized technology in the classroom as much as I could for 
learning opportunities and activities. 
In order to collect data on how technology affected my teaching practice, I chose two methods; a developmental portfolio and a personal 
history. 
v In my developmental portfolio, I wrote weekly entries for my student teaching journal where at times, I reflected on my use of 
technology and how it affected my teaching practice. There are journal entries reflecting on both pros and cons while using 
technology in my placement. Every two weeks I would compile my findings and write them down in a separate document to make 
connections on how technology was affecting the way I taught. 
v I used personal history by making connections to my time as an elementary student and the amount of technology use in the 
classroom as well as my own personal knowledge and experience with using technology for learning opportunities and  activities. For 
this method, I journaled whenever I had a memory that regarded my self-study topic.
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I believe that technology will continue to grow 
and change at a fast rate in the classroom 
challenging teachers, including myself,  to 
expand their technology/computer knowledge. 
Through my findings, I learned that technology 
had both pros and cons that affected my 
teaching practice. Although I am advanced in 
computer literacy, I learned that using 
technology in the classroom has its challenges. 
With those challenges also come working and 
learning to find solutions/changes which I will 
take into my future teaching positions.
